Cursillo Evangelizer, Dec 2025 - Feb 2026 Page 1 of 7

CURSILLO NEWSLETTER OF THE DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE

December 2025 - February 2026 Website: www.BellevilleCursillo.org

FROM THE SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR DEACON WAYNE WEILER

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Fourth Day,

“Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope.” (1
Peter 3:15)

As we are now entering into the second week of Lent we may have already wondered to ourselves,
“how am I going to keep this up for another four weeks?” If your Lenten observance has been
challenged, fear not, you’re not alone. That’s the beauty of Lent, that it calls us to be more conscious
of those areas in our life that challenge us or lead us to sin. It reminds us of our constant need for
conversion.

This Holy Season of reflection, when we relive and more deeply take in the events that enabled our
salvation, it calls us to reflect upon the “reason for our Hope.” And that Hope is rooted in our belief
that Jesus, as we say in the Apostle’s Creed, “suffered, died, and was buried, and on the third day rose
again from the dead.” And all of this for us, that we, too, may have life eternal.

But this season also helps us to help others see how that Hope impacts our lives, how it enables us to
rise above our challenges, how it leads us to charity towards our brothers and sisters, how it forms our
decisions, and how it brings about peace in our hearts. All this that we might live a life in keeping with
the example of Jesus in this life, that we may be with Him in the next - and bring others along by our
witness to Him!

As Catholic Christian Cursillistas we know the reason of our Hope well. But how might we best share
that Hope? Here are a few examples:

Engage with those coming into the Church at Easter, helping them to see the beauty of this life of
faith

Welcome them, they are looking to us for examples of what this Catholic thing really looks like!
Invite someone to Mass with you
Take part in or invite someone to your Friendship Group or to an Ultreya

But above all, pray that you might be a light that draws someone to a closer relationship with Jesus.
This is who we are!

May we prepare well on our Lenten Journeys, that even when we feel we have failed, our Hope does
not. We seek the One who saves, the source and the reason for our Hope.

De Colores!

Deacon Wayne Weiler
Spiritual Advisor to the Cursillo Secretariat
Diocese of BellevilleDe Colores
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FROM THE DIOCESAN CURSILLO COORDINATOR MARGIE REAKA

As we are preparing for the Resurrection during this season of Lent, it’s a good time to also prepare for
the upcoming Cursillo Weekends. While the Fourth Day is always in the Postcursillo phase, we are
also in the Precursillo phase.

When I first became a Cursillistal really thought Precursillo only meant the chairperson who receives
applications for the Weekend. However, as [ have learned more about the charism of Cursillo, I
couldn’t have been more wrong. Precursilloincludes all the time leading up to the Cursillo Weekends.
Actually, once a Cursillo Weekend is complete, we begin the Precursillo phase again.

The Precursillo phase is a time to reflect on who you may consider a good candidate. The Leaders’
Manual provides the following guidance:

Those who should go...

e Have a strong character and self-control, are able to make their own decisions, and are self-
motivated, mature, free, and responsible
e Are leaders, self-starters

e Have the aptitude, attitude, and the desire to live in and for the Cursillo Community, with
Christ, in Christ, and for Christ

Those who can go...
e Are in a position or can be in a position to receive the sacraments
Those who should not go...

e Have psychological or emotional problems

e Are in a concerning situation due to illness

e Are so unsettled that they are unable to understand the Cursillo message, or of living the
Cursillo method

e Have circumstances that do not allow them to receive the sacraments

e Belong to a non-Catholic denomination

Many Fourth Day wonder, “What can we share and what can’t we share with candidates about the
Weekend?”

What can be shared with potential candidates...

Cursillo begins with a three-day weekend which helps you experience your Catholic faith more
fully. You will be motivated to engage in a spiritual life filled with joy, laughter, and
enthusiasm. There is nothing dull about Cursillo.

Through talks and discussions, you will discover an enhanced relationship with God. The talks and
discussions, led by a team of Catholic laypeople and spiritual advisors (priests and deacons), will
emphasize:
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e Knowing ourselves, knowing Christ, knowing others
e The meaning of grace and the sacraments
e The need for prayer and ways of living life in union with God

The Cursillo does not end with the Weekend, it offers a two-part method to help sustain and nurture
you:

¢ Friendship Group Reunions: Gatherings of 3-5 friends who meet regularly to share their faith
and support each other on their spiritual journey

e Ultreya: Gathering of group reunions to share experiences, pray together, and encourage one
another. Cursillistas share their spirituality and gain insight and ideas that can enhance their
Christian life.

What NOT to share with potential candidates...

e Palanca and the 72-hour Prayer Vigil
e Mafanitas (held early Sunday morning)
e The Closing on Sunday evening

I ask that you pray for those you may bring to Cursillo, for those others may bring to Cursillo, and for
the teams that are preparing for the Weekends. May the Holy Spirit send his blessings to all.

Have a beautiful Lent and a joyous Easter season.
Peace, love, and joy,

Margie Reaka
Belleville Diocesan Cursillo Coordinator

y, Diocese of
Belleville
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PRECURSILLO DEBBIE BLUME

Make a Friend, Be a Friend, Bring a Friend to Christ!

Matthew 28:19 tells us to go make disciples of all nations. I know that sounds like a big job, but it can
be done! We can bring a whole nation to Christ, one person at a time. We can start by being a sponsor
to new candidates for the Cursillo Weekends.

You can find the applications on the website at: bellevillecursillo.org.

Both Weekends will be held at King’s House at Our Lady of the Snows. The Women’s Weekend is
August 6-9, 2026; the Men’s Weekend is August 20-23, 2026.

I know we all remember our Weekends and how special that time was for us. Think about someone in
your life that would be a good candidate. I ask you now to pray for that person and talk to them about
Cursillo.

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions; my number is 618-806-6951.

God Bless!

De Colores,

Debbie Blume
Precursillo

Sponsor a Friend for 2026
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LOOKING FOR A FRIENDSHIP GROUP REUNION?

Belleville Area Friendship Group Reunions

Men & Women’s Friendship Group / Meets each Wednesday evening at 7:30 PM via Zoom except
during week of Ultreya: Contact Kent Jeanneret, (618) 531-8855; jeannerk@charter.net

Women’s Friendship Group / Meets 1% and 3™ Saturday at 8:30-10:00 AM in the Parish Center at St
John’s - Smithton: Contact Julie Weber, (618)-444-2894; weber-julie@sbcglobal.net or Linda Bagsby,
(618)-960-1023; Ibagsby@gmail.com

Men’s Friendship Group / Meets each Tuesday evening at 6:30 PM at member’s house: Contact
Garry Range, (618)-401-9677; g.range(@charter.net

Women’s Friendship Group / Meets at the "Sisterless House" (old convent) at St. Joseph's Parish in
Freeburg at 7:00 PM, Tuesday evenings: Contact Bernadette Charlton, 402-578-5198;
charltonba23@gmail.com

Men’s Friendship Group / Meets at Frank Lill’s house, 905 Meadow Brook Drive, Freeburg at 1:00
PM Thursday afternoons: Contact John Charlton, 703-868-6419; charltonje23@gmail.com

DuQuoin Area Friendship Group Reunions

Men’s Friendship Group / Tree of Life / Meets at Haeffner Hall Du Quoin at 8:00 AM on the last
Saturday of the month: Contact David Martin (618) 318-3183

Men’s Friendship Group / Halom / Meets at Haeffner Hall Du Quoin at 8:00 AM on the last
Saturday of the month: Contact Deacon Tony Kellerman (618) 318-0094

Women’s Friendship Group / JOY (Jesus, Others, You) / Meets at Sacred Heart School Du Quoin
at 6:00 PM on the 2nd Tuesday of the month: Contact Kathy Krisfaluzy (618) 318-0128

Women’s Friendship Group / Mother Theresa / Meets at Haeffner Hall Du Quoin at 12:15 PM on
the 3rd Tuesday of the month: Contact Kay Baker (618) 571-0515

Women’s Friendship Group / Saint Elizabeth Anne Seton / Meets monthly at 1:00 PM at member’s
homes: Contact Marie Schimanski (815) 978-9419 for date and place

Mount Vernon Area Friendship Group Reunions

Women's Friendship Group: Meets at St. Mary Immaculate Conception Church, 1500 N. Main St,
Mount Vernon at 4:30 PM, Mondays: Contact Susan Cunningham, 618-214-4604

NOTE: Additional Friendship Group’s points of contact will be posted in future Evangelizers as
information is received. Please send your Friendship Group’s points of contacts’ information,
including meeting day of week and type of group (men or women or both) to Kent Jeanneret;
jeannerk(@charter.net.
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PRAYER REQITESTS BRY EMATT,

To request prayers that will be distributed via email to all Belleville Diocesan Cursillistas, please
send to the following email address:

Prayersrequested@bellevillecursillo.org

NOTE: Prayersrequested@bellevillecursillo.org is read late each day. All prayer requests from this
email address are gathered into one email and sent via Cursilloroster <cursilloroster-
bounces@bellevillecursillo.org>. We are allowed one mass distribution email per day. (Note that any
prayer requests sent to any other address may be missed or not sent in a timely fashion.)

Make a friend. Be a friend. Bring that friend to Christ!

Check out the Cursillo Diocese of Belleville Website: www.BellevilleCursillo.org

Secretariat Meetings

Watch the Website calendar for meeting dates which begin at 7 p.m. on the last
Tuesday of May, July, September, November, January, and March.

School of Leaders

The School of Leaders is on the second Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. held at Corpus
Christi Parish Center or via Zoom (watch for announcement in emails). Contact Anna
Feurer (618) 779-1388.

Ultreyas

Belleville/ O’Fallon Area: Monthly on the third Tuesday following 5:30 p.m. Mass at
St. Teresa rectory basement in Belleville

St. Agatha, New Athens/St. Joseph, Freeburg/St. John the Baptist, Smithton: Monthly
on the last Monday at 7 p.m. Watch for Flocknote emails for venue.

Sacred Heart Church Du Quoin Contact Kelly Paxton 618-927-5415 or Marie
Schimanski 815-978-9419

Friendship Groupings

Belleville Cursillo creates a list of all the Friendship Groupings in our diocese to make
available to Cursillistas and the sponsors of new Cursillistas. If you are part of a
Friendship Group, please send to Kent Jeanneret at jeannerk@charter.net the
following information: name of Friendship Group, meeting times, contact
information, and location.
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SECRETARIAT MEMBERS

Deacon Wayne Weiler, Spiritual Director
(618) 277-3824; wilweiler@gmail.com

Margie Reaka, Diocesan Cursillo Coordinator
(618) 581-7355; margiereaka@gmail.com

Anna Feurer, School of Leaders / Prayer Requests
(618) 779-1388; annafeurerS6@gmail.com

Debbie Blume, Precursillo
(618) 806-6951; deblu@sbcglobal.net

Francisco “Fez” Flores, Cursillo
(843) 553-7077; faflores1@hotmail.com

Karen Davidson, Postcursillo
(618) 670-8383; kraul 6(@yahoo.com

Christie Reyling, Secretary
(618)-580-4471; tcreyling@yahoo.com

Nancy Myerscough, Treasurer
(618) 830-6322; mrmrsm64@sbceglobal.net

SECRETARIAT AD HOC COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Gail Kostel, Publicity
(618) 234-8010; tgk1030@yahoo.com

Karen Davidson, Palanca
(618) 670-8383; kraul 6(@yahoo.com

Kent Jeanneret, Evangelizer Newsletter / Cursillo Roster
(618) 531-8855; jeannerk(@charter.net

Garry Range, Website
(618) 401-9677; g.range(@charter.net

Michelle Massey, Flocknotes
636-288-6784; michelle.caito@gmail.com

Amy Mannino, Prayer Requests
(618) 979-5067; amy.mannino(@att.net

Mike Fietsam, Prayer Requests
(618) 910-4633; mfietsam@gmail.com

Pat Butler, Prayer Requests
(618)-204-0167; patbutler007 @gmail.com
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